
THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
Some enterprising persons are unduly exciting

themselves about the membership of the Association.
Why, asks a certain irregular, should this be called
an "American" Association? Solely, our erring
brother, because this Association is based upon a

representation from the State Societies and the three
Public Medical Services. Every regular State So-
ciety, except those of New York1 and Massachusetts,
send delegates to the annual meetings; these dele-
gates shape the policy of the Association, and it
therefore follows that the total membership of the
constituent bodies of the Association, is the actual
strength of the Association\p=m-\with the addition of
such local societies as send delegates. On this basis,
the adherents of the American Medical are not far
from forty thousand.
That they are not all members by the fact of their

belonging to the State constituent body is solely due
to the failure of one of the proposed amendments.
That will come in time as surely as the sun rises in
the east. The regular medical profession will not
hesitate very much longer, about throwing the weight
of their influence in favor of closer union and greater
strength. The interests of the profession are too
vast and too important to be wasted in divisions and
factional differences.
The immense advantages to medical science to be

gained by solid adhesion to the representative Asso¬
ciation, are too great to justify any other course.

While the policy of the Association is thus shaped
by delegates duly instructed by their respective State
bodies, and by the Medical Department of the Army,
the Navy and the Marine-Hospital Service, the sci¬
entific features of the meeting are participated in by
all members alike, whether serving as delegates or

not. These members control the Sections and the
Section work, and there is now no limit.
The technical membership was until the last few

years confined to delegates, but now is open to all
individual members of any medical society entitled
to send delegates.
Every sentiment of professional pride, and as well

every sound business precept, should urge every
member of the regular profession of the United
States to add his name and his active personal sup¬
port to the great American Medical Association, un¬
der the auspices of which American medicine has so

greatly prospered. Let dissension perish and union
prevail.

1 The New York State Medical Association sends delegates to the
American Medical Association, so that State is nevertheless fairly
represented.

DEFORESTATION AND AUTUMN FIRES.
Paradoxical as it may sound, there is some ground

for the belief that deforestation by the axe is largely
responsible for the annually recurring deforestation
by fire.
The yearly precipitation of the lake region, includ-

ing the great timber areas of Michigan, Wisconsin
and Minnesota, has diminished since 1886 to a
marked degree. For the Chicago region the yearly
mean precipitation since 1871 has been 35.6 inches;
but for the past eight years the mean is only 29.32
inches, as against a mean of 37.8 inches for the
preceding fifteen years.
An examination of the records of the United States

Signal Service for the last twenty-three years dis-
closes a grouping of about seven-year periods of plus
and minus precipitation. Thus, during the years
1871-1877, the yearly mean was 35.04 inches\p=m-\aslight
deficiency as compared with the yearly mean of the
entire period; in 1878-1884 the mean was 39.43 inches
\p=m-\amarked excess; in 1885-1891 the mean was 32.18
inches\p=m-\amarked deficiency. From this alternation
it has been argued that the precipitation is governed
by some law not yet recognized and an increased
precipitation was predicted for the period beginning
with 1891 ; but thus far this has not been realized
and the increasing denudation of the timber lands is
again being considered as a possible cause of the de¬
ficient precipitation and the prolonged droughts.
Of the regulative effects of forests on temperature

and rainfall there can be no question ; and, aside
from these disastrous forest fires and their destruc¬
tion of life and property, the conservancy of our
timber lands in the interests of public health is
yearly becoming more important. The results of
Mr. George Vanderbilt's undertaking at Asheville,
N. C,—which has been characterized by Mr Fred
Law Olmsted as " the most extensive and important
experiment in forest culture ever attempted on the
globe "—will be watched with interest by sanitarians
and climatologists everywhere.
Meanwhile, the necessity for more thorough gov-
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